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The EU and its Working 
 

The European Union (EU) is a unique supranational organization comprising today 27 member states, 

which work together to promote peace, stability, and prosperity across Europe. Its functioning is 

characterized by a complex system of institutions, policies, and decision-making processes designed 

to facilitate cooperation and integration among member states. 

At its core, the EU aims to achieve four main objectives: 

 

Peace and Stability 

One of the primary motivations behind the formation of the EU was to prevent future conflicts in 

Europe by fostering economic interdependence and cooperation among member states. 

 

Prosperity and Economic Integration 

The EU seeks to create a single market with free movement of goods, services, capital, and people, 

thereby promoting economic growth, job creation, and competitiveness within the region. 

 

Solidarity and Social Cohesion 

Through policies such as the Cohesion Policy, the EU aims to reduce disparities in economic 

development and promote social inclusion and equal opportunities across member states and 

regions. 

 

Global Influence and Cooperation 

The EU acts as a key player in international affairs, advocating for multilateralism, human rights, and 

sustainable development while pursuing common foreign and security policies. 

 

The functioning of the EU is underpinned by several key features: 

 

• Institutions: The EU has a complex institutional framework that includes the European 

Commission, European Parliament, Council of the European Union, European Council, Court 

of Justice of the European Union, and European Central Bank. Each institution has specific 

roles and responsibilities in the decision-making process. 

 

• Decision-Making Processes: The EU employs various decision-making procedures, including 

the ordinary legislative procedure, special legislative procedures, and consultation 

procedures, through which laws and policies are formulated and adopted. These processes 

involve negotiations and compromises among the EU institutions and member states. 

 

• Policies and Areas of Competence: The EU has developed policies and legislation in a wide 

range of areas, including trade, agriculture, environment, justice and home affairs, and 

foreign affairs. These policies are implemented through a combination of regulations, 

directives, and other legal instruments. 

 

• Legal Framework: EU law is supreme over national laws within areas of EU competence, and 

it is enforced by the Court of Justice of the European Union. The legal framework of the EU 

provides the basis for the functioning of the single market, the protection of fundamental 

rights, and the enforcement of common policies. 

 

• Budget and Financial Framework: The EU operates a multiannual budget financed by 

contributions from member states. The budget supports various EU policies and programs, 

including cohesion funding, agricultural subsidies, research and innovation initiatives, and 

external assistance. 

 

• Challenges and Debates: The EU faces numerous challenges, including the management of 

economic crises, migration and asylum issues, democratic deficits, and the rise of 

euroscepticism. These challenges reflect ongoing debates about the future direction of 

European integration and the balance between national sovereignty and supranational 

governance. 
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Migration and Ethnocultural Diversity in Europe 
 

Migration refers to the movement of people from one place to another, either within a country 

(internal migration) or across international borders (international migration). It is driven by various 

factors such as economic opportunities, political instability, conflict, environmental changes, and 

social reasons. Understanding migration involves analyzing its causes, patterns, impacts, and policy 

responses. Here's an overview of the definition and current trends on migration: 

 

• Economic: People may migrate in search of better job opportunities, higher wages, or 

improved living standards. 

• Political and Social: Individuals may flee persecution, conflict, or human rights abuses in their 

home countries, seeking safety and security elsewhere. 

• Environmental: Environmental factors such as natural disasters, climate change, and 

environmental degradation can force people to migrate in search of more sustainable living 

conditions. 

• Social and Cultural: Migration may also be driven by factors such as family reunification, 

education, or marriage. 

 

Several trends characterize contemporary migration patterns: 

 

Forced Displacement 

There has been a significant increase in the number of forcibly displaced persons globally, including 

refugees, asylum seekers, and internally displaced persons (IDPs), driven primarily by conflicts and 

persecution. According to the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), the number of forcibly displaced 

people reached a record high of over 82 million by the end of 2020. 

 

Mixed Migration Flows 

Migration flows often consist of a mix of refugees, asylum seekers, economic migrants, and other 

categories of migrants. This makes migration governance complex, as different groups may have 

distinct legal statuses and protection needs. 

 

Urbanization and Internal Migration 

Urbanization continues to drive internal migration, with many people moving from rural to urban 

areas in search of employment, education, and improved living conditions. This trend poses 

challenges for urban infrastructure, services, and social cohesion. 

 

Climate Change and Environmental Migration 

Climate change-related events, such as extreme weather events, sea-level rise, and environmental 

degradation, are increasingly contributing to migration. While it is difficult to attribute specific 

migration patterns solely to climate change, environmental factors can exacerbate existing 

vulnerabilities and drive displacement. 

 

Labor Migration and Remittances 

Labor migration remains a significant component of international migration, with millions of people 

moving to other countries for work. Remittances sent by migrants to their home countries play a 

crucial role in supporting the livelihoods of families and communities left behind, particularly in 

developing countries. 

 

Migration Policies and Governance: Migration policies vary widely among countries and regions, 

ranging from restrictive measures to more open and inclusive approaches. There is increasing 

recognition of the need for comprehensive and rights-based migration governance frameworks that 

address the diverse needs and vulnerabilities of migrants while also considering the interests of host 

communities. 
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Prosecution for International Crimes: 

 the Interplay between National Justice and the ICC                   

International Criminal Court) 
 

The topic of prosecution for international crimes involves a complex interplay between national 

justice systems and international mechanisms such as the International Criminal Court (ICC): 

 

National Justice Systems: national justice systems play a crucial role in prosecuting international 

crimes committed within their jurisdictions. These crimes may include genocide, war crimes, crimes 

against humanity, and aggression. National authorities have the primary responsibility to investigate, 

prosecute, and punish individuals responsible for these offenses. 

One of the main challenges for national justice systems is asserting jurisdiction over international 

crimes, especially when they involve extraterritorial acts or when the perpetrators are foreign 

nationals. States may adopt various legal mechanisms, such as universal jurisdiction or the principle 

of aut dedere aut judicare (extradite or prosecute), to address these challenges. 

 

International Criminal Court (ICC): The ICC is the first permanent international court established to 

prosecute individuals for the most serious international crimes when national authorities are unwilling 

or unable to do so. The ICC operates based on the principles of complementarity and subsidiarity, 

meaning it complements, rather than replaces, national justice systems. 

 

Complementarity: The principle of complementarity stipulates that the ICC can only intervene when 

national authorities are unwilling or unable to prosecute international crimes. As such, the ICC serves 

as a court of last resort, stepping in when national systems fail to deliver justice. 

 

Challenges of ICC Jurisdiction: The ICC's jurisdiction is limited to crimes committed on the territory of, 

or by nationals of, states parties to the Rome Statute, the treaty that established the Court. 

Additionally, the ICC can exercise jurisdiction over crimes referred to it by the United Nations Security 

Council, even in situations involving non-state parties. 

 

Role of the ICC in Fostering Accountability: The ICC plays a crucial role in fostering accountability for 

international crimes and promoting the rule of law at the international level. By prosecuting 

individuals responsible for genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity, and aggression, the ICC 

aims to deter future atrocities and contribute to the establishment of a more just and peaceful world. 

 

Interplay between National and International Justice: 

The relationship between national justice systems and the ICC is characterized by complementarity, 

cooperation, and mutual reinforcement. National authorities have the primary responsibility for 

prosecuting international crimes, but the ICC can provide support, expertise, and assistance when 

needed. 
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Does the EU hear my voice?  

Citizen participation in EU politics  

 

Citizen participation in EU politics is a multifaceted and evolving aspect of European governance, 

encompassing various mechanisms through which individuals can engage with and influence the 

decision-making processes of the European Union (EU).  

 

Direct Participation through Elections: 

 

European Parliament Elections 

One of the most direct forms of citizen participation in EU politics is through the election of Members of the 

European Parliament (MEPs). Every five years, EU citizens in each member state have the opportunity to 

vote for representatives to the European Parliament, which serves as the directly elected legislative body 

of the EU. These elections provide citizens with a voice in shaping EU policies and legislation. 

 

Indirect Participation through National Governments: 

 

Council of the European Union 

While citizens do not directly elect representatives to the Council of the European Union, national 

governments, which are accountable to their citizens, participate in the Council's decision-making 

process. Therefore, citizens' preferences and priorities are indirectly reflected in the positions taken by their 

respective governments during EU negotiations and policymaking. 

 

European Citizens' Initiative (ECI) 

The ECI is a unique tool that allows EU citizens to directly participate in the EU policymaking process by 

proposing legislative initiatives. If an ECI gathers one million signatures from citizens across multiple member 

states within one year, the European Commission is obliged to consider the proposal and respond 

accordingly. This mechanism empowers citizens to raise awareness about specific issues and advocate 

for legislative action at the EU level. 

 

Consultation and Public Participation 

The EU institutions frequently engage in consultation processes to gather input from citizens, stakeholders, 

and civil society organizations on proposed policies and legislation. These consultations may take various 

forms, including public consultations, stakeholder meetings, and online surveys. By soliciting feedback from 

citizens, the EU aims to ensure that its decisions are informed by the perspectives and concerns of those 

affected by its policies. 

 

 

Civil Society Engagement: 

Civil society organizations (CSOs), including advocacy groups, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), 

and grassroots movements, play a vital role in representing the interests of citizens and holding EU 

institutions accountable. Through lobbying, advocacy campaigns, and public awareness initiatives, CSOs 

contribute to shaping EU policies and promoting transparency, accountability, and democratic 

governance. 

 

 

Digital Participation 

Digital technologies have opened up new avenues for citizen participation in EU politics, allowing 

individuals to engage with EU institutions through online platforms, social media, and e-petitions. Digital 

democracy initiatives aim to enhance transparency, accessibility, and inclusivity in EU decision-making 

processes, enabling citizens to participate remotely and voice their opinions on a wide range of issues. 

 

Overall, citizen participation in EU politics is essential for ensuring the legitimacy, accountability, and 

responsiveness of EU institutions to the needs and preferences of European citizens. By actively engaging 

with EU decision-making processes, citizens can contribute to shaping the future of Europe and building a 

more democratic and inclusive European Union. 
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 The European Union – Economic History and Prospects 
 

Today, the European Union (EU) exists as a political and economic union of 27 member states 

located primarily in Europe. It was established to promote peace, stability, and economic prosperity 

on the continent. Here's a breakdown of its origins, evolution, and purposes: 

 

Origins 

The roots of the EU can be traced back to the aftermath of World War II, which devastated Europe 

both economically and politically; 

The desire to prevent future conflicts and promote economic cooperation led to the creation of 

institutions aimed at integrating European economies and fostering cooperation among nations. 

 

Purposes 

Peace and Stability: One of the primary purposes of the EU is to promote peace and stability in 

Europe by fostering cooperation and integration among member states, thereby preventing 

conflicts that have historically plagued the continent. 

 

• Economic Prosperity: The EU aims to promote economic prosperity by creating a single market 

and customs union, facilitating trade, investment, and economic growth among member 

states. 

• Solidarity and Cohesion: The EU seeks to promote solidarity and cohesion among its member 

states by providing financial assistance, promoting social and regional development, and 

addressing disparities in income levels and economic development. 

• Common Values: The EU is founded on the principles of democracy, rule of law, human rights, 

and respect for diversity, which it seeks to promote and uphold among its member states. 

 

Evolution 

The Treaties of Rome, signed in 1957, established the European Economic Community (EEC). The EEC 

aimed to create a common market among member states, facilitating the free movement of goods, 

services, capital, and people. 

 

Over the years, the EU has evolved through various treaties and agreements that deepened 

integration and expanded membership. 

 

Significant milestones include the Single European Act (1986), which aimed to complete the single 

market by 1992, and the Maastricht Treaty (1992), which established the framework for economic 

and monetary union and laid the foundation for the creation of the euro currency. The EU continued 

to expand its membership, welcoming new Central and Eastern European countries in the early 

2000s, which contributed to economic growth and integration but also posed challenges related to 

disparities in income levels and economic development among member states. 

 

The EU has faced various crises and challenges over the years, including the global financial crisis of 

2007-2008, the Eurozone debt crisis, and more recently, the Brexit referendum in 2016, which led to 

the departure of the United Kingdom from the EU. 

 


